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Incorporating Value Discussions into High Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Policy:
Results of Developing Fieldwork

ABSTRACT Rin Watanabe

In practicality, High Level Radioactive Waste (HLRW) disposal has been in political stagnation since legislation of its policy in 2000. Historically,
implementing agencies have allowed limited agendas for debate, causing misgivings with the concerned public. This research aims to contribute
to realizing some form of disposal in Japan, by suggesting an improved institutional scheme for reconsidering policies. A means of incorporating
public opinions at the value discussion level has been hypothesized, and investigated through citizen interviews. Preliminary consideration of the
implication of these investigated results are discussed.

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS

OBJECTIVES

To suggest an improved institutional scheme

for the reconsideration of policies

RESEARCH QUESTION

‘How can debate on
HLRW policy incorporate
opinions raised by the public?’

‘Isn’t HLRW disposal too complicated and technical?’

EXAMPLES*

_____ WORKING HYPOTHESIS _ _ _ _

‘By devising a means of discussing
values concerning technology use’

Of Undiscussed Agendas Raised in Public e
Hearings
Why has geologic disposal been considered
the best option?

I \

| I

How much priority has/should long term | 1 |

safety been given? | : B B |

Agendas Assumed by Authorities | What matters For: Allocating Budgets For: Assessing Options I
How safe is geologic disposal? # Building/maintaining  » Defining problems

On what conditions would siting be | (and Why) research infrastructure  # Setting the scope |

acceptable? 1 and knowledge-bases  # Determining criteria |

How can we raise public awareness? \ # Setting research plans /

*R. WATANABE, “A Study of the Debate Concerning High-Level Radioactive N o o o o e e e e o o o e e e e e -
Waste Disposal”, Graduate Thesis advised by Prof. S. Tanaka at the Dept. of
Systems Innovation, Fac. Of Eng., Univ. of Tokyo, not published (2014).
FIELDWORK _ v1/ 11/ \ 1/

OBJECTIVES
TO INVESTIGATE what young citizens think is a desirable way of dealing with the HLRW, and to
consider how these ideas differ with those presently assumed.

METHOD RESULTS

. Some of the opinions obtained* at the group interviews:
B Asking for Ideas P group

“Re-using the waste is scary but should be studied
Citizens were asked what they thought would be a desirable or more before initiating ‘final disposal’
‘proper’ way of dealing with the HLRW. For this purpose, “If the radioactivity could be shortened, people
participants were only told of the basics, and information on present = would be able to see to the end of the waste”
technical options and their limitations were intentionally kept back.

* Translated and summarized, all mentioned in at least 3 groups out of 5

“I thought the repository would be somewhere
either secluded or at the periphery of a suburb”

B Group Interview “The site should be somewhere that has little to do
In order to obtain opinions in as relaxed an atmosphere as possible, with humans for years to come”
interviews were conducted in groups of 3-6 people. Discussions "Tl/\e' bWO,{eV‘ of siting should be shared between
among participants were encouraged. 5 groups were interviewed, fj““’t'l”{e, sites” B
all of them composed of acquaintances due to difficulties in Ew’f’\ if we cannot assume monitoring can be

. s continued for tens of thousands of years, we should

gathering participants. not go out of our way to abort it”

O Young Citizens “Effort should be made to be able to recognize and
High-school students to people in their mid thirties were targeted (do something if anything happens”
(ages 16-34). This focus relates to actively respecting the will of ‘Measures to pass on messages of the pfesence of
future generations, a notion accepted but with scarce social the waste and of apology should be taken
scientific investigation. D | SCU SS | O N

O Tokai Residents

Participants were gathered from Tokai village in the Ibaraki
prefecture and its neighboring localities. This village has sited
numerous nuclear facilities including a reprocessing plant and waste
storage facilities. This setting was intended to be an attempt of
upstream engagement at the siting localities (whose expected role
has often been limited to ‘victims’ of nuclear policies).

* The reasons for a certain opinion were seldom voiced. This requires
consideration along with its implication on the working hypothesis

* Many opinions differed from the present policy in that
they did not try to have as little to do with HLRW as
possible, instead aiming to confront the radioactivity

It may be of use to include the attitude taken towards
HLRW upon evaluation of disposal options

* The same attitude was seen for long-term strategies,
hence information on possibilities in monitoring
technology may be useful for further debate

¢ (Perhaps qualitative) evaluation of the 'dispersed
repository' option may be useful in further debate




